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2010 Chapel Hill il Vescovo Sangiovese 

Winemakers Comments 

Sangiovese is the quintessential Italian red grape variety. The variety reveals a 
distinctive and unique personality that exudes inherent savouriness and rustic 
earthiness. The Sangiovese grapes are sourced from our Kangarilla Vineyard, which is 
located in the foothills of the Mt Lofty Ranges on the eastern border of McLaren Vale. 
This meso-climate is ideal for encouraging Sangiovese to reveal all of its varietal 
charm.  
 
Above average rainfall in August 2008 was followed by a dry spring which resulted in 
the early commencement of the growing season.  The January heat wave was followed 
by cooler day and night time temperatures which allowed the vines to recover and the 
grapes to achieve optimum ripeness. 
 
The grapes were fermented in small open fermenters and gently hand plunged to 
encourage the preferential extraction of the subtle savoury tannins and to avoid any 
astringent tannins. After a total of 9 days on skins the ferment was then basket 
pressed. The wine was then racked to two, three and four year old French oak barrels 
in order to encourage the expression of the grainy varietal tannins. 
 
This Sangiovese exhibits aromas of bay leaf, violets and pancetta while the palate is 
alive with flavours of sage, cherries and sun dried tomatoes which are balanced with 
chalky tannins and a lingering savoury finish. The higher natural acidity and firm 
tannin of Sangiovese allows it to pair well with many Mediterranean style food 
choices, particularly tomato based dishes. 

 

 

 

Blend: 100% Sangiovese 

Appellation: 100% McLaren Vale 

Harvest Date: 31st March 2009 

Barrel Ageing: 100% French Oak for 16 months 

Acidity: 6.9 g/L 

pH: 3.33 

Alcohol: 14.0% v/v 

Residual Sugar: 1.6 g/L 

Bottling Date: 9th July 2010 

Release Date: August 2010 

Closure: Screw Cap 

Winemakers: Bryn Richards and Michael Fragos 

Viticulturist: Rachel Steer 

 

SYDNEY Top 100 – 2011  
Blue Gold - 2010 il Vescovo Sangiovese 

WINEFRONT 2011 - CAMPBELL MATTINSON 

91 Points 

 


